
Good afternoon  

 

first of all I’d like to thank Conex for inviting us here today.  

 

For those of you who took a look at the speakers’ page on the event’s 

website, you know me as “Refugee Student”, or if you only saw the 

picture “the ugly guy with glasses”. 

but for those who don’t know anything about me, I’m Motaz, spelled M-

O-T-A-Z, no problem if you can’t pronounce it on your first try, in fact 

you’re special if you can. 

I’m 24 years old, and I’m from Syria. 

It’s been a long journey since I left Syria, just yesterday Facebook 

reminder told me that it was my third year anniversary in Spain. 

Before that, I lived in Germany for a year and another year in Lebanon. 

Things weren’t that easy at the beginning, but if you bare with me, I 

promise you a happy ending.  

I was 19, when I got my high school diploma, and just like everyone else 

I couldn’t wait to start university. 

Unfortunately, I only went there for a couple of hours.  

The next day, I received a message from my friend telling me that our 

university had gotten completely destroyed right after we had left.  

And just like that my educational dreams vanished, as well as my Home 

city and most importantly the people I knew. 

I repeatedly had to move to a new city with my family, but that wasn’t 

enough, the war was merciless. 

That was when I fled to Lebanon, but my family couldn’t make it with 

me.  

I spent one year there and just like you’d imagine, life conditions 

weren’t exactly the best. 

I spent one year trying to achieve a decent life there, but it was nearly 

impossible.  

After a very tough year, I went to Germany like all refugees do, trying to 



get the proper education that I had denied, after a year of being 

constantly moved around I was told that I couldn’t stay there according 

to the Dublin law, so I went to Spain, always with the desire to live a 

decent life. 

On my first day there, I quickly realized that language is an essential 

tool to achieve this.  

So, I went to the library for 8 hours a day, every single day, for three 

months. 

After learning Spanish, I was able to land a couple of jobs. 

Things didn’t go well, so I kept looking for that one thing that could 

solve it all. 

I always knew that one thing was education, but it wasn’t that easy to 

get, I validated my high school diploma, and I did the Cambridge C1 

English test.  

I had the tool, but I was waiting for an opportunity. 

After a long desperate 2 years, I found out about “ Integra project” or 

how they say it in Spanish “Proyecto Integra”, which is a pioneer project 

done by the university of Camilo José Cela, which awards 10 

scholarships to ten refugees.  

With me Spanish level and my English certificate I fulfilled the 

requirements, and luckily, they chose me.  

On my first year, UCJC offered a preparation year in which we studied 

Spanish, history, law, sport, and even emotional management.  

they also offered free roam and board.  

Now I’m studying the double degree of sports’ science and 

physiotherapy.  

And I can assure you that the “Integra project” isn’t only a scholarship.  

For me, Integra is hope, prosperity, advancement, education, and the 

reason I’m standing here today. 

Don’t take my word for it, Gandhi, Mandela, Socrates, and Newton, all 

have their own quotes about education as well.  

We all know the theoretical part and the importance of education, But 



it’s about time to act on it, and do what UCJC did.  

Let’s be pioneers, have courage, experiment, and be an example.  

In truth when I was asked to write this speech, what I struggled the most 

with was finding the right way to convey my message to you today. 

From what I experienced in the past few years leading up to this day I’ve 

learned the following : an opportunity was taken away from me, the 

opportunity to educate my self to be the best person, the best citizen I 

could be. 

The reason for this had nothing to do with me. The people who are 

fighting this war took that opportunity from me. However I was given a 

second chance here in a foreign country that owed me nothing, I was 

given the opportunity to get that education I was denied. And education 

that every person should obtain, if they work for it.  

the situation we find ourselves in is so complex and there is so many 

perspectives and ideas on how to move forward so let me just say this : 

to my fellow refugees who are trying to settle in to a new life and 

educate themselves, don’t give up and. 

And to the people who make it possible for refugees like me to get a 

second chance, let me tell you that what you do changes lives for the 

better.  Thank you all.   


