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University Social Responsibility can be expressed in many dimensions of academic and 

campus life.  This workshop will commence with a brief look at the variety of terminology 

around social responsibility before moving to consider community based learning as one 

expression of how a university engages with society.   

Community based learning (CBL), a form of experiential education with a civic underpinning, 

is becoming more established as a pedagogical approach within higher education as it 

involves students in ‘real-life’ learning, builds social and civic graduate attributes, and 

contributes to learning outcomes such as team work, communication skills, problem solving 

and leadership.  Community-based learning connects classroom learning with communities, 

and students gain academic credit for participating in, and reflecting on, a community 

project or experience.   

The workshop will be active and participative, and attendees will have an opportunity to 

consider the various ways students can learn from community experiences.  

Questions for consideration: 

 What does University Social Responsibility and the Curriculum mean in your 

institution? 

 What strategies, if any, does your institution use to educate for social 

responsibility? 

 What do you understand by Community Based Learning? 

 What models of Community Based Learning are you familiar with? 

 How might linking students with community organisations benefit the 

student/the university/the community? 

 How do you/could you involve students in community projects?  

 What civic skills could students acquire through community engagement? 

 How could we work together to develop this field of work?  

 Do you have ideas for projects you would like to be involved with? 
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BIO: DR RHONDA WYNNE 

Dr Rhonda Wynne is based at University College Dublin (UCD), in UCD in the Community, a 

new unit which is working to build community links, promote engaged research, and 

encourage student volunteering.  She represents UCD on Campus Engage, the Irish 

national network to promote civic and community engagement in higher education, where 

she is co-chair of the Working Group on Measurement and Evaluation.  Rhonda’s doctoral 

thesis examined how the civic role of universities is understood and practiced. Her interest 

in this area was sparked by involvement in several European Grundtvig projects on Active 

Citizenship.   

Previously, Rhonda worked for many years in UCD Access and Lifelong Learning 

developing the annual Lifelong Learning programme.  She established a number of 

university partnerships with museums, galleries and libraries in Dublin city and county. 

She has taught widely in the field of adult education and access, and has recently developed 

and piloted a new undergraduate module Community, Volunteering, and Leadership.   


