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Education, a human right decreed by the United Nations (1948) along with those of health 

and food, is one of the most relevant aspects to build a just, equitable and dignified society 

for human beings. 

Etymologically, education comes from two Latin terms, namely educere and educare. The 

first is a verb that means "to lead out of", "to extract from inside out", which allows to 

understand education as the development of the potentialities of the subject. The term 

“educare” is identified with the meanings of "raising", "feeding" and is linked to the 

educational influences or actions that are carried out from outside to form and guide the 

person. It refers to relationships established with the environment that are capable of 

enhance the educational possibilities of the subject, linking them to their insertion in society 

through the transmission of certain cultural contents (Luengo et al, 2004). 

Viewed from this perspective, education becomes a channel to strengthen the person, his 

life and values, as well as the links he has with his community or society; is a way of 

unveiling the Human Being, from an ethical position, in front of the others (Nalus, 2002). 

Unfortunately, many Latin American and Caribbean countries, and around the world, have 

had severe conflicts generating violence, that have relegated them in terms of economics, 

politics, science, among others. Education has also felt the consequences. 

Among many others, violence has influenced school and university dropouts, and also in its 

quality. The specific case of Colombia: a country with circa 45 millions of citizens, with a 

poverty level of more than 60%, a 9% illiteracy rate of the population over 15 years old and 

only 30% of citizens who can start university studies (Sierra, 2010). 

Between 1985 and 2011, according to estimates from the NGO Consultancy for Human 

Rights and Displacement, Codhes, more than 5 million people were forced to travel within 

the national territory. Of these, an estimated 190,000 are between 3 and 25 years of age, 

time in which the school stage should be developed. On the other hand, poverty, also 

compounded by violence, has prevented many people from accessing university education. 

Obviously, the consequences are less development, less soustentability. 



As Smith (2010) puts it, education can be a driver of conflict by fanning feelings of 

injustice, stereotyping, xenophobia, etc., or it can become a way to transform conflict and 

build lasting peace. Coinciding with Nicolai and Triplehorn (2003), education is an element 

that helps overcome crises and conflicts, from the basis of problems; its reconstruction and 

reform is a valid strategy to diminish the possibilities of a conflict and to fall back on it 

(Infante, 2013), so it´s possible to think that in the actual cases of crisis, violence and 

conflict, education could mediate the problem and offer some solutions. 

And it is at this point that the basic question appears:  

- How to rethink the University and each human being as an educational territory of 

peace? 

One way is to recover rehumanization and bioethics, elaborating of ethical guidelines based 

on human values and human rights, with a scientifically appropriate rational and 

methodological foundation (Molina, 2011, Cañas, 1990). 

Other, is to recreate the Latin American University based on its own autonomous 

educational system according to the traditions, idiosyncrasy, culture and needs of our 

continent, which in turn can be a pillar of the formation of the people of the new 

generations from a rehumanizing perspective and socially responsible, and indicating new 

didactic and pedagogical strategies, alternative epistemological approaches and innovative 

scientific developments. According to Sierra (2010), we urgently need a profound reform in 

education in our continent, emphasizing scientific education, researching methodologies 

applicable to our problems and sociocultural needs, appropriately adopting strategies 

didactic tendencies to develop critical thinking, intellectual autonomy and the construction 

of scientific knowledge, while recognizing the ancestral knowledge of our nations. 

And the other one is to create global cooperation nets, between universities and other 

institutions or organizations, whit the goal to achieve the welfare of every human being 

without any distinction, enhancing human values like truth, respect, equity, tolerance and 

love. 

The National Universality of Colombia has some programs related with his mission as the 

first institution of superior education in the country, based on: 

- Presence in nine regions of the national territory. One of them is called: “Sede de la 

paz” (universitary field of peace). 

- Master programs of academic formation for school teachers. 

- The conformation of a “Thought Center in Education”. 

- Some seminars and events to enhance the pedagogical and educational skills of de 

professors. 



- Special programs to integrate minorities (Indians, afrodescendents, people with 

some discapacities). 

- Education for the Colombians in the lowest socialeconomical level. 

- Education for excellence. 
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